Scoutmaster Notes

August 14, 2006


Hello All,

 

Well first let me say that everyone that attended the Lake Somerville had a great time. 

Several of the new Scouts were able to get 1st and 2nd class requirements completed with the help of the older Scouts in attendance. There were also a couple of Scouts working to finish their cooking merit badge. 

Ian ***** had to prepare meals for the adults and I would like to thank him on behalf of all the adults. His selections and cooking were excellent. 

Fun activities included: Swimming, Fishing, Horseshoes, Water Balloon Wars and some great campfire stories.  We had a dessert competition which was won by Ian ***** and his delicious Cherry Cobbler. Since we were so close to Brenham I do not know why we did not go get some fresh Vanilla Ice Cream to go with it.  The weather was great, a little warm during the day but we had a great breeze for most of the weekend and the shade was wonderful. At night it was cool enough to need a cover before daytime.

 

Now we did have some problems though and that was with how many signed up and then did not attend for whatever reason. I understand that things come up and people get sick. The problem was that at least 9 that signed up did not call or e-mail to let us know that they would not be there. This is costing the Troop money in reserving too many spaces and also in the amount of food being purchased.   So, for the next camp out the rules that we set forth by the committee will be enforced.
The next camp out is September 15th-17th at Galveston State Park located right off of the beach behind the dunes. We will start signing up at the meeting this weekend the 20th and will continue sign up through Sept. 10th.   Here is where the difference will lie. If the camp fee is not paid by Sept. 10th then the Scout WILL NOT be able to attend. We will have to shop after that date and cannot afford to buy more food than necessary as it only gets wasted.  I am sorry if this sounds harsh but we cannot continue to lose money on camp outs.

 

Another change will be with Grubmaster. The SPL will appoint two Grubmasters to the Troop. After it is determined how many are going from each patrol and the menu is set one of the Grubmasters will be responsible for gathering all the menus and combining and compiling a master list of what is needed. That way, instead of each patrol buying a dozen eggs and not using them it will be determined how many eggs will be needed with a couple extras. Same with bacon, donuts cereal etc. A Scoutmaster will help the grubmaster with this list.  The other grubmaster will be responsible for shopping for these items and then sorting out what each patrol needs with the help of the other grubmaster and an ASM. Plastic egg holders and small storage bins will be purchased for separating these items.   The SMC also determined that we will be better served if we did all shopping at Wal-Mart to save money. With gas prices being what they are we need to save money and we do not want to have to add on a fuel surcharge. It was $70.00 for the round trip to Somerville in the bus. 

 

That is all I have for today. I will send out more information on the meeting this weekend as well as Family Life merit badge class on Wednesday or Thursday.

 

Again please check your calendars now on Sept. 15th-17th and the sooner everyone signs up and pays the easier it will be.

 

Thanks and God Bless,

 

Rob Mentz

